Be an Art Detective: Questionnaire
Did you ever think that you would like to solve mysteries like Scooby, Shaggy and the gang? Have you heard of Sherlock Holmes? He was a famous detective and you could be one too.

You can solve a mystery when you visit an art gallery. You can be an art detective! It is great fun to look at the clues and find out more about a work of art.

What sort of clues should you be looking for? Many answers can be found by looking closely at the painting or sculpture. Here are some of the questions you should ask to help find the answers.

How old is the work? When was it made?

Who made it? Is the work signed? Where is it signed?

Is it a portrait, a landscape, a seascape, a townscape, abstract or a still life?

Describe the colour, tone and texture you see.

What is the light like in the painting?

Is there a strong contrast between light and shade?

What is taking place? Is there a story being told?

Describe the gestures, expressions and clothes in the work. How do these help to tell a story?

Do you think the work was made in the artist’s studio or out of doors?

Is it a large or small work? What effect does the scale have on the work and on you?

Does the work look different when looked at up close or from a distance?

How would you describe the mood of the work? How does the choice of colour affect the mood of the work?

Do you think the work was made quickly?

Do you like it? Why?  Why not?

