EMO COURT AND VICTORIAN SERVANTS
Did you know?
● The 1st footman was often known as ‘James’ regardless of his real name.

● As a mark of status, the housekeeper was always addressed as ‘Mrs’ although she was usually unmarried.

● The word ‘butler’ came from ‘bottler’ as the butler was in charge of the wine cellar and beer stores.
● Footmen wore white gloves at all times in the house and calf-skin gloves outdoors. 

● Emo Court had a servants’ tunnel which ran from the basement to the gardens, so that servants could approach the house unseen!

● As Victorian ladies wore corsets, lace bodices and large hoop skirts, they could not dress by themselves. They were helped by their lady’s maid who also cleaned and mended their clothes, and chose the outfit the lady would wear each day.

● A Victorian lady might change her outfit as often as five times a day!

● Housemaids had to empty the chamber-pots for the whole household and their guests!

● Victorian ladies kept their bonnets on while eating lunch. When visiting friends, a Victorian gentleman could not take off his hat until he had shaken hands with the lady of the house – to take off his hat first was a mark of disrespect. 
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● Napkin-art was very popular in Victorian times. Before dinner, napkins were neatly folded into inventive designs by the butler. They included designs such as ‘the Bishop’, ‘the Lily’ and ‘Lady Windermere’s Fan’ (see last page for instructions on how to make ‘Lady Windermere’s Fan’).
Questions:
1. What was Lady Windermere’s Fan?

2. Who might be addressed as James?

3. Which member of staff had the task of emptying chamber-pots?

4. Where did the butler get his name?

5. How should one address the housekeeper?

6. Describe two rules about Victorian hat-wearing?

7. Who chose what the lady of the house wore each day?

8. Why was there a servants’ tunnel at Emo Court?
Instructions for Napkin Folding:

How to make ‘Lady Windermere’s Fan’
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1. Lay the napkin face-down in front of you.
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2. Fold the napkin in half and orient the open end towards you.
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3. Fold the napkin like an accordion starting at either narrow end. Leave one end with 2-3 inches of unfolded napkin to support the standing fan.
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4. Fold the napkin in half with the accordion folds on the outside.
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5. Grasp the unfolded corners where they meet on the open end and fold them in diagonally, tucking them under the accordion folds.
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6. Open it and stand it up. You now should have Lady Windermere’s fan! 
