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Dinner for eight at Emo Court!

Dinner Arrangements

Dining in Victorian times was a well-ordered and structured affair. In her ‘Book of Household Management’, first published in 1861, Mrs Beeton recommended that the ideal number of guests at a dinner party was ten or twelve, “the number of the muses”.  When arranging the placements of guests around the dinner table, the mistress of the house had many things to consider. To encourage more interesting and varied conversation, couples were usually seated separately. In a formal dinner, seating was arranged according to rank, while at more intimate dinners the seating arrangements depended on the “tact and discretion” of the hostess, who had to consider the personalities of the guests and their compatibility. 
There were also strictly ordered rules for entering the dining room. When dinner was announced, the lord of the house offered his arm to the lady he intended to pay the most respect to, perhaps because of her position or age or because she was the greatest stranger in the party. As a rule, each lady then sat to the right of the gentleman who took her in to dinner. 

Rank and Title

The peerage is a system of titles and nobility used in the United Kingdom and in Ireland under British rule. The five ranks of peerage in descending order of hierarchy are:
1. Duke – addressed as ‘Your Grace’ or ‘His Grace, the Duke of X’
2. Marquess – addressed as ‘Lord’ or ‘the Most Honourable Marquess of X’
3. Earl – addressed as ‘Lord’ (e.g. Lord Portarlington) or ‘the Earl of X’
4. Viscount – addressed as ‘Lord’ or ‘Viscount X’
5. Baron – addressed as ‘Lord’ or ‘the Right Honourable, the Lord of X’
Worksheet 1: Dinner for eight at Emo Court!
Lord and Lady Portarlington are having a small dinner party tonight with only six other guests. From the clues given below can you work out who sat where?

                                                   3.

2.
4.
1. Lady Portarlington                                                           5.
                     8.                                                                                6.

                                                           7.

Dinner Guests:

Lord and Lady Portarlington

Lord and Lady de Vesci (from Abbeyleix)
Lord and Lady Staples (from Dunmore House)

The Duke and Duchess of Leinster (from Carton, Co. Kildare) 
Clues:

1. The four female guests all sat in odd numbered seats so that the arrangement was boy/girl – boy/girl.
2. Lady Staples sat at the opposite end of the table to Lady Portarlington.
3. Lord de Vesci sat directly to the right of Lady Portarlington.

4. No husband sat next to his wife.

5. Lord Portarlington sat somewhere to the right of his wife. 

6. The man of the highest rank sat in seat no. 4 (see the rank and title chart on page 1). 
Dinner for eight at Emo Court! Answer sheet
 




      3. Lady de Vesci
                  2. Lord Staples                                        4. Duke of Leinster
1. Lady Portarlington                                                          5. Lady Staples

               8. Lord de Vesci                                                6. Lord Portarlington

                                          7. Duchess of Leinster

Worksheet 2: Dinner for eight at Emo Court! - Menu

Here is a suggested menu for dinner for eight people in 1892.
FIRST COURSE
Brill and Shrimp Sauce
Mock Turtle Soup
Stewed Eels          
ENTREES
Lobster Cutlets
Calf’s Liver and Bacon, aux fines herbes
Oyster Patties
SECOND COURSE
Pigeon Pie
Curried Rabbit and Boiled Rice
Boiled Tongue, Garnished with Brussels Sprouts
Boiled Knuckle of Ham
Vegetables—Spinach or Broccoli
THIRD COURSE
Partridges
Apple Custard
Blancmange
Lemon Jelly
Jam Sandwiches
Ice Pudding

1. Which items would you choose for each course and why?

2. Which items would you least like to eat and why?

3. If you could invite any eight people in the world for dinner, who would you invite and why?
4. What would you put on the menu? Design a four-course menu for your guests, with three choices per course.









