ROMAN NUMERALS
Can you work out the date that Emo Court was built? 
Over the front door, on the tympanum (the triangular piece above the porch), is written in Roman numerals

MDCCXCVI

The Romans developed a system to indicate numbers which lasted for many centuries and still has some specialized use today (for example, it is the tradition to write the order of rulers using Roman numerals: Queen Elizabeth II). 

The system also lives on in the English language, which uses Latin root words to express numerical ideas eg century, millimetre.

The Romans had no symbol for zero.

I
Little strokes indicate the number you want to write down ie I means 1, II means 2, III means 3. IIII seemed rather too many, making things complicated, so

V
is the symbol for 5. Placing I in front of V – or any smaller number in front of a larger – indicates subtraction. So IV means 4. After V, there are additions – VI means 6, VII means 7, VIII means 8.

X
is the symbol for 10.  Following the above rule, IX means 9. XI means 11, XII means 12.  XX means 20, XXX means 30. XXXVI means 36.
L
means 50.  Following the same rules again, LI means 51.  XL means 40. 60, 70 and 80 are LX, LXX, and LXXX.
C
means 100. We find the Latin word centum in many of our words: cent, century, centurion, centilitre.  The subtraction rule means that 90 is XC. The addition rule means that CXX is 120.  CCC is 300.

D
means 500. So CD means 400, CDLX is 460.

M
is 1000, from the Latin millis. We find that Latin word in many of our measurements: millimetre, millilitre, and so on.  Roman numerals were often used to indicate dates: MMVIII is 2008. You often see a date written on special stone plaques in old houses. You also see it at the end of some TV programmes to indicate when they were filmed.
MDCCXCVI  =   ?
______________________________________

ANSWER:

1796
